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Session 
# 

Presenter Presenter Title Session Topic/Title Session Topic Description 

1 Joe and Debbie 
Sebolt,  
 
Rob Leeds 
OSU Extension  
Delaware 
County 
 

Owners/operators 
Nickajack Farms 
 
 
 

Developing an On-farm 
Agri-tourism Business: 
What You Need to Know 

Join Rob Leeds, Extension Educator in Delaware 
County and owner/operator of Leeds Farm specializing 
in family fun on the farm during the fall season, along 
with Joe and Debbie Sebolt of Nickajack Farms focused 
on agricultural entertainment, farm tours, field trips, 
parties, special occasions and a fall festival.  What’s 
involved when you invite the public on to your farm for 
fun and/or learning activities? Legal requirements?  Skill 
sets?  Facilities? Learn what works and what does not 
in on-farm agritourism and entertainment.  This is a 2-
hour “Super Session” beginning at the Nickajack farm 
site (2955 Manchester Ave. NW, North 
Lawrence, OH  44666) and traveling back to the RG 
Drage Center for lunch. 

2 Steve Shillig District Director, Ohio 
Small Business 
Development Center, 
New Philadelphia 

Business Planning The session will focus on the “business plan,” the how, 
what, why, where and when of a successful business. 
Learn the main components of a plan and see samples 
of existing ones. Leave the session with an 
understanding of where to go to develop your own plan! 

3 Peggy Hall OSU Extension Field 
Specialist, Agriculture 
and Resource Law 

Five Ag Laws You Need to 
Know 

Ohio’s small farms are diverse, but there are several 
agricultural laws that are important to any type of small 
farm.  We’ll focus on five important liability and 
compliance laws that every small farmer can benefit 
from knowing. 

4 Erik Draper OSU Extension Geauga 
County 

Growing Great Grapes Join the discussion of what soil and environmental 
conditions grapes need in order to be productive.  We’ll 
examine the best methods to plant, train, care for and 
maintain your grapevines, to maximize their fruit 
production.  We will talk about both summer and winter 
pruning and what we’ve learned in the vineyard to help 
with long-term survivability of the vines. 
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5 Matt Kleinhenz OSU Extension 
Vegetable Specialist 

Vegetable Varieties for 
High Tunnel Production 

There are some basic differences between high tunnel 
and field production.  Are there varieties that are better 
suited to one system vs. the other?  How important is 
variety selection?  This session will look at some of the 
differences between production systems and how 
variety selection can be matched to production systems. 
 

6 Chris Penrose OSU Extension Morgan 
County 

Pasture Management for 
Grass Finished Beef 

This session will cover basic pasture management 
principles and forage species selection to consider for 
marketing beef as grass-fed or grass-finished. 

7 Brad Bergefurd OSU Extension Scioto 
County 

Growing and Managing 
Hops 

This session will cover start-up considerations including 
the financial investment, site selection and labor 
requirements as well as the cultural practices required 
to grow and manage hops. 

8 Erik Draper OSU Extension Geauga 
County 

Just Brambling Along Come join the discussion of what soil factors and 
environmental conditions brambles/caneberries need in 
order to thrive.  We’ll examine the best methods to 
plant, train, care for and maintain various brambles, in 
order to maximize fruit production.  We will talk tips, 
training and techniques for both mid-summer and winter 
pruning.  We’ll consider those pests that create havoc 
and chaos for those growers trying to do an excellent 
job raising brambles. 
 

9 Chris Zoller OSU Extension 
Tuscarawas County 

Farmland Rental and 
Leasing 

A significant number of acres of Ohio farmland are 
rented.  Whether you have land to rent or are interested 
in renting land for your farming operation, there are 
many questions that arise.  This session will focus on 
farmland rental arrangements and what to include in a 
rental agreement. 

10 David Marrison OSU Extension 
Ashtabula County 

Small Farm Tax Issues 
and Considerations 

Yes, even small farms need to pay taxes.  This session 
will teach the basics of farm taxes and how small 
farmers can structure their record keeping systems to 
make tax time easier.  Learn more about the Schedule F 
tax form, the differences between hobby farms and for-
profit farms, and what other local, state and federal 
taxes need to be on your small farm radar. 

11 Shannon Allen Bloom Hill Farm The Business of Local 
Blooms 

Growing flowers can be a profitable and beautiful 
addition to your farm - let's explore how! Shannon Allen 
of Bloom Hill Farm will provide you will the beginners 



knowledge to hit the ground running. Participants will 
learn about what flowers to grow and how to grow them, 
how to market your blooms, and the various retail 
outlets available sell your flowers.  

12 Tony Forshey, 
DVM 

State Veterinarian, Ohio 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Ohio Livestock Care 
Standards 
 

This session will cover management practices 
associated with Ohio livestock care standards, the 
development of those standards and how the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture implements and enforces the 
standards. 

13 Aaron/Melissa 
Miller 

Miller Livestock 
Company 

Economics of Marketing 
Pasture-Raised Livestock 

Melissa and Aaron Miller will present a snapshot of their 
marketing operation for pasture-raised livestock 
including wholesale, retail and custom sales, sharing 
information and hard data about breakdown of costs, 
licenses and regulations, marketing under-utilized cuts 
and real world economics. The Millers strive to share 
hard numbers and engage in a dialogue about costs to 
get farmers thinking about how to make grass farming 
economically sustainable. 

14 Jamie Arthur Little Miami Farms Growing Hops and Malting 
Barley 

This session will tell the story of Little Miami Farms and 
their experience with growing hops and malting barley. 

15 Guy and Sandy 
Ashmore 

That Guys Family Farm Making Small Acres Work 
as a Profitable Operation 

Guy and Sandy Ashmore along with their son Conard 
farm full time at That Guy's Family Farm, a small, 
diversified certified organic farm in Clinton County, OH. 
They sell produce to grocery stores, a farmers' market, 
to restaurants, and have a CSA.  
Their daughter Nellie also farms full time on the farm 
with her cut flower business, That Girl's Flowers.  
The Ashmore’s will discuss how their farm has changed 
over the past thirty years. They will talk about how they 
have been successful farming on small acreage which 
has allowed their children to continue farming.  
 

16 Erik Draper OSU Extension, Geauga 
County 

Tomatoes: Non-Heirloom 
vs. Heirloom; Errors and 
Misunderstandings! 

Join the discussion on growing all types of tomatoes, 
both heirloom and non-heirloom.  We’ll address and 
examine some common misconceptions, errors and 
misunderstandings made when growing these types of 
tomatoes.  We’ll also consider those pesky production 
problems, like diseases, that keep cropping up, which 
can often destroy the entire crop of tomatoes 



17 Matt Kleinhenz OSU Extension 
Vegetable Specialist 

Soil Amendments for 
Vegetable Production 

There are a lot of different soil amendment products on 
the market.  What types of soil amendment products are 
needed or can really help vegetable production?  This 
session will look at vegetable nutrient requirements, 
what can be expected from soils, and where some types 
of soil amendments can play a role in improving 
vegetable production 

18 Chris Penrose OSU Extension Morgan 
County 

Haymaking 101 This session will cover the basics of haymaking, 
including harvest management, hay quality factors, 
timing, managing and reducing hay making losses, 
storage and feeding of hay. 

19 Christie Welch Program Specialist, 
Direct Agricultural 
Marketing, OSU South 
Centers at Piketon 

Scaling Up, Opportunities 
for Small Farm Marketing 

This session will explore ideas and marketing methods 
that have been used to help small acreages move from 
hobby production to a viable small business 

20 Eric Stockinger Malting Barley 
Researcher, The Ohio 
State University/OARDC 

Winter Malting Barley 
Varieties Adapted to Our 
Region 

Summary of topics covered: An overview of malting 
barley and cultivation thereof. The difference between 
malting and feed barley, malting barley varieties for 
Ohio, and general agronomic practices for growing 
malting barley 

21 Shoshana 
Inwood 

Rural Sociologist, OSU 
School of Environment 
and Natural Resources 

Healthy Farmers, 
Prosperous Farms 

This session will look at national research findings about 
the links between health care costs, agricultural risk 
management and farm and ranch viability. Participants 
will walk away with some practical tools that can be 
used to make informed health care and insurance 
decisions. 

22 Rory 
Lewandowski 

OSU Extension Wayne 
County 

Soil Health: The 
Foundation of Production 

This session will look at how to measure soil health and 
productivity.  It will cover soil testing, soil test 
interpretation, soil physical properties, soil biology and 
methods to improve soil health as well as the use of 
cover crops. 

23 Chris Merkle Tri-County Beekeepers 
Association 

Intermediate Level Bee 
Keeping 
 

A look into the Honey Bee that will be a little more 
involved than just your basic knowledge. If you have a 
basic knowledge of the Honey Bee then this class may 
be of interest to you.  
You will learn many more specifics in, around and 
through the Honey Bee.  
You will walk away with a much better working 
knowledge of beekeeping on a higher level. 



24 Bill Brown Brown Bros. Farms, LLC Building a Pastured 
Poultry Enterprise 

Bill Brown, owner of Brown Bros., Farms, LLC will 
discuss how he built his pastured poultry business from 
a FFA supervised agricultural experience project into a 
sustainable business.  Brown Bros. Farms, LLC raises 
6,000 broilers, 1000 turkeys and maintains a layer flock 
of 495 birds.  The business sells direct from the farm, at 
several farmers markets in northeast and central Ohio, 
as well as offers online ordering through their website. 

25 Cullen Naumoff 
 

Co-Founder of Farm 
Fare 

Marketing: Working with a 
Local Food Distributor to 
drive Local Food Forward 

This session will focus on some unique and innovative 
methods of direct marketing for a small farm, featuring 
Farm Fare, a local food distributor working with family 
owned farms to market locally produced and grown 
foods. 

26  
Kevin Ely 
Mike Schlitz 
Dave Sutula 

Local Micro-breweries: 
Wooly Pig 
Second Sons Hopyards 
Royal Docks Brewery 

Micro Brewers Panel This session will focus on the stories of some local 
micro-breweries, their use of local hops and current 
marketing strategies 

 
 


