
Biographical Narrative 
Williams County is in the northwestern corner of Ohio and has an estimated population 
of 37,102 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2020). It is predominantly rural with 78% of its 
landscape dedicated to agricultural production (U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2017). 
There are an estimated 881 farms in Williams County generating $122,782,000 in 
annual crop and livestock sales. The average farm consists of 239 acres and has a net 
cash farm income of $35,173. The main commodities are soybean, corn, wheat, cattle, 
and hogs.  
 
I am responsible for developing educational programs and applied research to meet 
community needs as the Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator 2 for Williams 
County. I have served Williams County in this role since April 2019. Prior to this, I 
received my Ph.D. in Translational Plant Sciences from The Ohio State University in 
2019 and B.S. in Agriculture from The Ohio State University in 2014 with a major in 
agronomy and minor in plant pathology. Additionally, I hold a Private Pesticide 
Applicator License, Beef Quality Assurance Certification, and Mental Health First Aid 
Certification to better serve my clientele.  
 
Approximately 20% of my time is committed to county administrative roles. I serve as 
community plan of work/community needs assessment; commissioner relations and 
budget development proposal, legislative/government affairs, and extension advisory 
committee county steward. My combined efforts at the local and state level contributed 
to the renewal of a Four Tenths (0.4) mills 5-year tax levy that supports OSU Extension 
programming in Williams County. My focus areas are agronomy (40%), farm 
management (20%), and horticulture and natural resources education (20%).  
 
Major Accomplishments:  Programs and Teaching  
Wet planting conditions prevented over 85,000 soybean and corn acres from being 
planted in 2019 in Williams County, the third highest total sum of prevented planting 
acres in Ohio (U.S. Farm Service Agency, 2019). During my fourth month as the 
Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) Educator, I collaborated with colleagues in 
Northwest Ohio to develop and teach a program focused on managing prevented 
planting acres. All surveyed participants agreed or strongly agreed that the program 
provided resources they could use and 88% of respondents improved their knowledge 
in management of prevented planting acres because of the program. The 2019 season 
also increased the need for Farm Bill educational programming as growers considered 
opting into the more operationally complex ARC-IC risk management program. I taught 
two in-person Farm Bill meetings in Williams County with a total of 28 participants. Of 
those evaluated, 100% found the information helpful in developing a plan for mitigating 
risk on their farm and 71% planned on analyzing their business operation to elect the 
best Farm Bill program option. I also provided individual instruction to 13 growers. 
These programs illustrate how I have addressed real-time county needs and fulfilled the 
OSU Extension mission. 



I also co-instruct fertilizer and pesticide recertification annually in Williams, Fulton, 
Defiance, Henry, and Paulding counties. There are 235 licensed applicators in Williams 
County that recertify on a three-year basis. After attending the 2021 Williams County 
recertification meeting, 88% of fertilizer applicators improved their knowledge about 
nutrient management and 100% of surveyed pesticide applicators were brought up to 
date on current pesticide-related topics, issues, or regulations. In addition to these 
highlighted county programs, I have also taught at the regional and state level at Fulton 
County Corn-Soybean Day, Conservation Tillage Conference, and OSU Extension 
Annual Conference.  
   
Major Accomplishments:  Creative and Scholarly Work 
I created the Williams County Ag & Natural Resources Blog to increase audience reach 
and promote OSU Extension Williams County. Since July 2019 the site has received 
2,409 pageviews from 1,626 users. A digest of posts is sent directly to 57 subscribers 
each week. I received 3rd place in both the blog and individual newsletter categories at 
the OSU Extension 2020 Annual Conference for these efforts.  
 
Since April of 2019, I have published four articles in the Crop Observation and 
Recommendation (CORN) Newsletter. The C.O.R.N. Newsletter has nearly 5,000 
subscribers and an additional 6,000 – 25,000 monthly web viewers. I have also 
published two articles in Ohio’s Country Journal (OCJ) with a readership of 22,000. I 
have conducted five on-farm research trials featured in the 2019, 2020, and 2021 
eFields Reports. One of which was prompted by local grower concern following the 
2019 growing season and evaluated the effect of starter phosphorus and microbial 
inoculants on corn growth and yield after a fallow period. This work was awarded 3rd 
place nationally in the Applied Research Poster category at the 106th Annual Meeting 
and Professional Improvement Conference National Association of County Agricultural 
Agents (NACAA).  
 
Major Accomplishments:  Service 
As an OSU Extension Agronomic Crops Team member, I have participated in weekly 
team calls, led special projects, and served as C.O.R.N. newsletter editor for July in 
2020 and 2021. My duties as editor include leading the weekly team call, editing 
newsletter articles, and publishing the online newsletter. In 2021, I coordinated the OSU 
Extension Educator portion of the OCJ Crop Tour. This involved working with OCJ staff 
to share instructions with OSU Extension Educators on how to conduct and submit corn 
and soybean yield estimates. I also co-led the Ohio Fall Soybean Weed Survey in 2021. 
Since 2006, OSU Extension has recorded weed escapes in soybean fields prior to 
harvest to monitor weed population shifts and prioritize future weed management 
research and programming efforts. I collected survey results from 36 counties spanning 
an estimated 3,625 fields and created regional summaries for Extension Educators to 
incorporate into winter agronomy meetings. I am also a member of the OSU Extension 
Agronomic Crops Team Soil Health Committee and collaborated with team members to 



plan the 2021 virtual webinar series titled The Dirt on Soil Health:  Digging Beneath the 
Surface. The webinar series had 1,517 live attendees and recorded sessions were 
viewed 2,033 times as of December 2021. Of those evaluated, 95.3% reported that they 
learned new information, and 88.7% planned to use the information they learned to 
improve soil health on their farm. This work was recognized as a NACAA Search for 
Excellence Award Winner in Sustainable Agriculture. Other state level service includes 
OSU Extension Women in Agriculture Team and NACAA Scholarship Committee Vice 
Chair. At the regional level, I have served as Maumee Valley Extension Education and 
Research Area (EERA) Leader since September 2021. In this role, I organize bimonthly 
meetings and professional development opportunities. Locally, I am a Williams County 
Farm Bureau member and have volunteered as FFA Job Interview Career Development 
Event Contest Judge, 2021 Virtual State Science Day Judge, Livestock and 
Miscellaneous 4-H Project Judge, and participated in the 2021 Hilltop High School 
Career Day.  
 
Plans for Future 
My program focus for the next five years will be the following:  1.) field crop pests; 2.) 
women in agriculture; and 3.) agriscience outreach. I plan to further develop my 
agronomy specialization, specifically in pest management. Williams County is often on 
the frontline of emerging field crop pests as insects and pathogens endemic to the 
Western Corn Belt expand easterly. My goal is to develop a county-based scouting 
network and IPM on-farm research program. Additionally, I plan to collaborate with state 
specialists to create instructional videos on diagnosing plant diseases and insects to 
assist with statewide scouting efforts. In 2020 I was approached by a community 
member interested in connecting local women involved in agriculture. Since then, I have 
partnered with local businesses and Purdue Extension Steuben County to offer a 
Women in Agriculture Dinner, Annie’s Project risk management series, and Women’s 
Tractor Safety & Operation Day. Future programs we plan to offer include a financial 
literacy series titled “Know Your Numbers, Know Your Options” and a Williams County-
based Annie’s Project. My long-term goal is to coordinate a biennial Annie’s Project in 
the tri-state area. Lastly, I plan to collaborate with the OSU Extension Williams County 
team to create agriscience activity kits for in-school outreach efforts. I received a $865 
Ohio Joint Council of Extension Professionals Grant to facilitate this project. Our goal is 
to reach 200 Williams County youth in the 2022-23 school year and increase students’ 
awareness and appreciation of agriculture. 
 
My plans for creative and scholarly work include presenting results of three-year 
soybean seeding rate trial in an on-farm research report and NACAA Applied Research 
Poster. I will continue to serve as Maumee Valley EERA Leader and will chair the 
NACAA Scholarship Committee in 2022.  
 


