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Cuyahoga Youth in Agriculture Project – Food for Thought, Food for the Future 
Elizabeth Roche – ANR Educator, Robin Stone – 4-H Educator, Kirsten Pianka – 4-H Program Manager, Imani Scruggs – 4-H Program Coordinator 

INTRODUCTION: 
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

Cuyahoga County Extension 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

RESULTS: 

Pre-Test: 
                                                                                                  Yes                     No        I don’t know 

Agriculture is part of my everyday life                                      27.2%                45.4%       18.1% 

Agriculture impacts me daily                                                    27.2%                27.2%       36.3% 

Agriculture is important to my Community                               36.3%                54.5% 

I feel it is important for all youth to learn about agriculture      54.5%                18.1%       27.2% 

I would like to learn more about agriculture                             72.7%                                 18.1% 

I would like to work in agriculture                                             18.1%                                 81.8%      

Agriculture is an interesting topic                                             18.1%                                 81.8% 

Food is the result of agricultural practices                               81.8%                                 18.1% 

Clothing is the result of agricultural practices                          18.1%                54.5%       27.2% 

It is important to know how my food is grown                          54.5%                18.1%       27.2% 

Post-Test:  
                                                                                               Yes                  No        I don’t know 

Agriculture is part of my everyday life                                       100%       

Agriculture impacts me daily                                                     100% 

Agriculture is important to my Community                                100% 

I feel it is important for all youth to learn about agriculture       100% 

I would like to learn more about agriculture                              100% 

I would like to work in agriculture                                              54.5%                                   36.3% 

Agriculture is an interesting topic                                              100% 

Food is the result of agricultural practices                                100% 

Clothing is the result of agricultural practices                           100% 

It is important to know how my food is grown                           100% 

 

Program Comments: 
 

“Loved this program, can it continue?” 

“I learned so much.” 

“Thank you for letting me come to camp.” 

“My favorite part was working on the farm and the hunger banquet.” 

“Everyday my son would come home and share everything he learned. This program had a huge impact on 

his knowledge of agriculture.” 

“This program should be in every school.” 

METHODS: 
Purpose of the Cuyahoga Youth in Agriculture Project (CYAG): 

• Create youth advocates who understand the truth about 

agriculture, inspire students to explore agricultural careers and 

prepare students for creating their legacy in addressing 

21st century global agricultural issues 

• Equip teachers with valuable agricultural curriculum that can be 

incorporated into classrooms for current and future students; the 

educators then become advocates of the agricultural industry 

through this agricultural enrichment experience 

• Provide engaging experiences which create a deeper 

understanding of how agriculture relates directly to youth and 

adult participants’ everyday lives, and that agriculture is the 

source of food, fiber and fuel 

• Allow for the development of civic leadership and social 

responsibility in agricultural industry and agricultural communities 

by utilizing the talents of high school or college students 

•Welcome 

•What is 
Agriculture? 

•Homesteading 

•Technology in 
Agriculture 

•Kinsman Farm 

•Soil Sleuths 

•Irrigation 

•Sustainable 
Farming 

•Vermi-composting 
 

•Kinsman Farm 

•Parts of a Plant 

•Bats 

•Honey Bee 
Challenge 

•Cafe Insecta 

•Trace the French 
Fry 

•Food 
preservation 

•Agriculture 
Advocacy 
Training 

•Food Systems 
Debate 

•Hunger Banquet 

•Exploring 
Agricultural 
Careers 

•Farmer's Markets 

•Cooking Class 
with with Chef 
Crawford of the 
City Club of 
Cleveland  

•Graduation 

CYAG Youth learn about the different parts of a plant (and 

enjoy a tasty, nutritious snack).  
A CYAG camper learns about the 

importance of bees.  
CYAG campers learned about pollinators, planted 

vegetables and even got to try some edible bugs!  

Three teens from the 4-H 

Youth Advocacy and 

Leadership Coalition 

served as Peer Teachers 

for CYAG. They helped 

campers with activities, 

and lead workshops 

related to agriculture and 

the environment in 

Cleveland.  
 

CYAG 2.0:  
Later in the summer, campers constructed raised beds for a local 

blueberry farmer in Cuyahoga Valley National Park and spent the 

afternoon learning how to fish. Moving forward we plan to explore 

partnerships and collaborations with agricultural commodity groups, 

CFAES departments, and other University departments, and work 

with our  

youth to share resources to educate consumers about the 

agricultural industry. 


